From; sheila Polk ■r iihei a " 

sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2DL9 11:17 AM 

5uh|ett: Please oppose 5BL334 Repetitive Offender fientencinjj. 

Dear Senator; 

[ write Ui urge you Looppose SB 1334 Repetitive 01 lender Sentencing. This bill credteS an unnecessary risktu public safety Li: lure j "problem" thdiiikiyiitla be idenlilic J. 

It has been repiirtcil that [lie sponsor. Rep. Ben Toma, staled Lhal ibe opposition Lb The bill from Lhre county attorneys is ''really" about 'leverage.' 1 This is inaccurate and. 1 im pl y ■undue . ] oppose 
[be bill because it is li.atanLly an lair Li: pula person who lias never been in trouble with the law before in (be same sentencing range as (be repeal olteride r who a vends arms ter abscond* prior 
Lu bis sezitencmgpand because it makes Artlu-Jia I ess sale I rum predaLors. 

Two hypoLhut-cal examples nJ how Lhu bill w.ll negatively impact publiu safety il Ll passes: 

-in 2DDB, a 55-year old man enters an intenieL chat rown and successfully lures a 15-year old girl la provide him witii naked phulius ol kerself, a class 2 leluny pursuant (u AR5 13-3551 Be is 
tried ounvicted and Sentenced Laprobaliunuii ibis first tiSfi. In 2D19, ku again enters an internet dud room, again Lures a 15-year ciLd girl lo send hi in linked phirtus and again is arrested, tried 
and Convicted. If SB133f puiiti, this offender wfli Peserjterjceit trs- a offender on fhe clew uist inii 1 his prior t'thfivrcfiota l lj■■ 1 jy 1 1 he used £0 em'ion l t £fre ScbrtCiiCC, This is because 

EE1334 will eliminate the use ol nati-liLfWrUai prior id-miy convictions lor sentencing purposes |currently found in APIS 13-703 A). 

-In 2019. a suhoulLeadier in Arizona sexually all uses a 15-year old student iind is arrested, tried, convicted and laces senLericing lor a viuiaLiu 2 i ut AR5 13-1404, a class 5 leluny. The 
investigation reveals the schoolteacher coinniilted a .similar olfensein California in 2010. was convicted by apnry, but absconded before he was sentenced. It SB 1314 passes, the Arizona cuurL 
wifi have to sentence him a£ a. lirst-time ofleoder and the Cali lurniu of tense cannot be used In enhance LLS sentence. 

I irmptv Luunul imaging these ore outCdmci desired by the Wousf wfien titty pui&Etl SBI334. 

501334 Will: 

* Completely eliminate any enhanced sentencing ranges tor persons with riun-liisliiTical lei any ccuvii lions. placing a person wbu has never been in trouble wiLh the law in the same 
sentencing xaiige us someone who lias beeri COli victed ol one or Live nun-historic-al tel-unies; 

* Wifi put (lie serial ollender [e.g. Lite person who robs 5 ditlerenL hanks in my county over the course ol one year] who dees not gel caught in the same sentencing range Us a person who 
has never keen in Lruuble wLUl Lire law belcire; 

■ Will reward the person who absconds Iruni the law prior Lo being sentenced white giving (lie delendanL wild committed ail identical crime ami appears fur his sentencing lie hire 
OummiLLing an additional, utlense a harsher sentence. 

■ Will repeal A 3.5 13-3419 Lhat already creates a lower range ol sentences tor drug (rail icki ug n I lenses nutconuniLLeU on the same occas.oii hut Consolidated for trial. 


ll has also been reported Lhal Lite sponsor stated what is at slake 'is'Lke aliiliLy ol prosecutors Lo allege muLLiple prior ol lenses with thetlireaL ol extended prison terms Lo essentially squeeze 
defendants into Lalkinga plea deal." Again, tliis b untrue and inaocnraLe. 

Current Arizona law eX pLcitly stales that (be repetitive offender sentencing sLUCute :m.y applies Li: all crises u-oL ujjcuciirted, on ike same occasion (A AS 13-703(AJ), and lhal Con victioaii fol* 
two ornuire utlenses committed 031 tine same occasion skull be doubled ££ nitty one convictiuri |AR 5 13-7Q3(L)]. Furthermore, this Legislative session, the Legislature passed—and the 
Governor signed—UB2602 that amends AEL5 13-711 to give discretion to (be judge Lo determine whe Lker hi run concurrent or consecuLive ni u Itiple sentences imposed at live sauce Lime. 

Moving lorward, 1 suggest that Lite legisfa Lure fund two liill-Crme research positions at the Arizona Criminal Justice Commission to interact with the legislature to research and answer 
questions abouL Lite criminal justice system, suck ns wJio .* in prison and lor wluL crimes. This Will provide you wiLh experts who can help you design sound public policy; which considers alt 
implications. 

Please do not hesitate Lo contact me it you have any questions 01 'Continents. 

BesL regards, 


snella Po-lk, Yavapai County Attorney 

255 East Gurley, Prescott, A 1 863(11 1 (9ZG) ?T7-T3Si 







